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REVOLUTIONARY BRITAIN
Thomas Paine (1737-1809) was a British barrel-maker, tax collector, privateer, school
teacher and political debater who with help from Benjamin Franklin emigrated from London
to Philadelphia in 1774. A fierce advocate of emergent democracies in revolutionary
America and France, he denounced monarchies, churches and corrupt legislatures for
suppressing inherent human rights and freedoms. He was sentenced for sedition in Britain
for his attack on kingship, and he was imprisoned in France for criticizing the tyrant
Robespierre, but US President James Monroe secured his freedom from jail, and President
Thomas Jefferson brought him safely back to the US where he argued for economic justice to
improve the lot of common people.
Paine’s pamphlet Common Sense was written after hostilities had broken out between
British forces and rebels in the Massachusetts colony, but before it was clear that other
colonists would support a rebellion. The Boston Tea Party of 1773 had led to a British
blockade of the port of Boston which in turn had led to armed skirmishes outside Boston at
Lexington and Concord. Paine’s pamphlet was a sensation. An estimated 150,000 copies
were published--about one for every five literate persons in America at the time.

Thomas Paine, from Common Sense, January 10, 1776
from Bartleby.con: http://www.bartleby.com/133/ excerpted by Dr. G

England, since the [Norman] conquest, hath known some few good monarchs, but groaned 13
beneath a much larger number of bad ones; yet no man in his senses can say that their
claim under William the Conqueror is a very honorable one. A French bastard landing with
an armed banditti, and establishing himself king of England against the consent of the
natives, is in plain terms a very paltry rascally original.—It certainly hath no divinity in it.
However, it is needless to spend much time in exposing the folly of hereditary right, if
there are any so weak as to believe it, let them promiscuously worship the ass and lion, and
welcome. I shall neither copy their humility, nor disturb their devotion.
Yet I should be glad to ask how they suppose kings came at first? The question admits but 14
of three answers, viz. either by lot, by election, or by usurpation. If the first king was taken
by lot, it establishes a precedent for the next, which excludes hereditary succession. Saul
[first king of Israel] was by lot, yet the succession was not hereditary, neither does it
appear from that transaction there was any intention it ever should. If the first king of any
country was by election, that likewise establishes a precedent for the next; for to say, that
the right of all future generations is taken away, by the act of the first electors, in their
choice not only of a king, but of a family of kings forever, hath no parallel in or out of
scripture but the doctrine of original sin, which supposes the free will of all men lost in
Adam; and from such comparison, and it will admit of no other, hereditary succession can
derive no glory. For as in Adam all sinned, and as in the first electors all men obeyed; as in
the one all mankind were subjected to Satan, and in the other to Sovereignty; as our
innocence was lost in the first, and our authority in the last; and as both disable us from
reassuming some former state and privilege, it unanswerably follows that original sin and
hereditary succession are parallels. Dishonorable rank! Inglorious connection! Yet the
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most subtle sophist cannot produce a juster simile.
As to usurpation, no man will be so hardy as to defend it; and that William the Conqueror
was an usurper is a fact not to be contradicted. The plain truth is, that the antiquity of
English monarchy will not bear looking into.

15

16
But it is not so much the absurdity as the evil of hereditary succession which concerns
mankind. Did it ensure a race of good and wise men it would have the seal of divine
authority, but as it opens a door to the foolish, the wicked, and the improper, it hath in it
the nature of oppression. Men who look upon themselves born to reign, and others to obey,
soon grow insolent; selected from the rest of mankind their minds are early poisoned by
importance; and the world they act in differs so materially from the world at large, that
they have but little opportunity of knowing its true interests, and when they succeed to the
government are frequently the most ignorant and unfit of any throughout the dominions.

Another evil which attends hereditary succession is, that the throne is subject to be
possessed by a minor at any age; all which time the regency, acting under the cover of a
king, have every opportunity and inducement to betray their trust. The same national
misfortune happens, when a king worn out with age and infirmity, enters the last stage of
human weakness. In both these cases the public becomes a prey to every miscreant, who
can tamper successfully with the follies either of age or infancy.

17

The most plausible plea, which hath ever been offered in favour of hereditary succession,
is, that it preserves a nation from civil wars; and were this true, it would be weighty;
whereas, it is the most barefaced falsity ever imposed upon mankind. The whole history of
England disowns the fact. Thirty kings and two minors have reigned in that distracted
kingdom since the conquest, in which time there have been (including the Revolution) no
less than eight civil wars and nineteen rebellions. Wherefore instead of making for peace,
it makes against it, and destroys the very foundation it seems to stand on.

18

The contest for monarchy and succession, between the houses of York and Lancaster [in 19
the Wars of the Roses], laid England in a scene of blood for many years. Twelve pitched
battles, besides skirmishes and sieges, were fought between Henry [of Lancaster] and
Edward [of York]. Twice was Henry prisoner to Edward, who in his turn was prisoner to
Henry. And so uncertain is the fate of war and the temper of a nation, when nothing but
personal matters are the ground of a quarrel, that Henry was taken in triumph from a prison
to a palace, and Edward obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land; yet, as sudden
transitions of temper are seldom lasting, Henry in his turn was driven from the throne, and
Edward recalled to succeed him. The parliament always following the strongest side.
This contest began in the reign of Henry the Sixth, and was not entirely extinguished till
Henry the Seventh, in whom the families were united. Including a period of 67 years, viz.
from 1422 to 1489.

20

In short, monarchy and succession have laid (not this or that kingdom only) but the world
in blood and ashes. 'Tis a form of government which the word of God bears testimony

21
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against, and blood will attend it.
If we inquire into the business of a king, we shall find that in some countries they have
none; and after sauntering away their lives without pleasure to themselves or advantage to
the nation, withdraw from the scene, and leave their successors to tread the same idle
round. In absolute monarchies the whole weight of business, civil and military, lies on the
king; the children of Israel in their request for a king, urged this plea "that he may judge
us, and go out before us and fight our battles." But in countries where he is neither a judge
nor a general, as in England, a man would be puzzled to know what is his business.

22

The nearer any government approaches to a republic the less business there is for a king. It 23
is somewhat difficult to find a proper name for the government of England. Sir William
Meredith calls it a republic; but in its present state it is unworthy of the name, because the
corrupt influence of the crown, by having all the places [government offices] in its
disposal, hath so effectually swallowed up the power, and eaten out the virtue of the house
of commons (the republican part in the constitution) that the government of England is
nearly as monarchical as that of France or Spain. Men fall out with names without
understanding them. For it is the republican and not the monarchical part of the
constitution of England which Englishmen glory in, viz. the liberty of choosing an house
of commons from out of their own body—and it is easy to see that when republican virtue
fails, slavery ensues. Why is the constitution of England sickly, but because monarchy hath
poisoned the republic, the crown hath engrossed the commons?
In England a king hath little more to do than to make war and give away places; which in
plain terms, is to impoverish the nation and set it together by the ears. A pretty business
indeed for a man to be allowed eight hundred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped
into the bargain! Of more worth is one honest man to society and in the sight of God, than
all the crowned ruffians that every lived . . .

...
I have heard it asserted by some, that as America hath flourished under her former
connexion with Great-Britain, that the same connexion is necessary towards her future
happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious than this
kind of argument. We may as well assert that because a child has thrived upon milk, that it
is never to have meat, or that the first twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent
for the next twenty. But even this is admitting more than is true, for I answer roundly, that
America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European
power had anything to do with her. The commerce, by which she hath enriched herself are
the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom of Europe.

7

8

But she has protected us, say some. That she hath engrossed us is true, and defended the
continent at our expence as well as her own is admitted, and she would have defended
Turkey from the same motive, viz. the sake of trade and dominion.
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Alas, we have been long led away by ancient prejudices, and made large sacrifices to
superstition. We have boasted the protection of Great-Britain, without considering, that her
motive was interest not attachment; that she did not protect us from our enemies on our
account, but from her enemies on her own account, from those who had no quarrel with us
on any other account, and who will always be our enemies on the same account. Let
Britain wave her pretensions to the continent, or the continent throw off the dependence,
and we should be at peace with France and Spain were they at war with Britain. The
miseries of Hanover last war ought to warn us against connexions.

9

10

It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the colonies have no relation to each other
but through the parent country, i. e. that Pennsylvania and the Jerseys, and so on for the
rest, are sister colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very round-about way of
proving relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of proving enemyship, if I may
so call it. France and Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will be our enemies as
Americans, but as our being the subjects of Great-Britain.
But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her conduct. Even 11
brutes do not devour their young, nor savages make war upon their families; wherefore the
assertion, if true, turns to her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, and
the phrase parent or mother country hath been jesuitically adopted by the king and his
parasites, with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous weakness
of our minds. Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America. This new world
hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from every part
of Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the
cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, that the same tyranny which drove
the first emigrants from home, pursues their descendants still.
In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow limits of three hundred and
sixty miles (the extent of England) and carry our friendship on a larger scale; we claim
brotherhood with every European christian, and triumph in the generosity of the sentiment.

12

13

It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations we surmount the force of local
prejudice, as we enlarge our acquaintance with the world. A man born in any town in
England divided into parishes, will naturally associate most with his fellow parishioners
(because their interests in many cases will be common) and distinguish him by the name of
neighbour; if he meet him but a few miles from home, he drops the narrow idea of a street,
and salutes him by the name of townsman; if he travel out of the county, and meet him in
any other, he forgets the minor divisions of street and town, and calls him countryman; i. e.
county-man; but if in their foreign excursions they should associate in France or any other
part of Europe, their local remembrance would be enlarged into that of Englishmen. And
by a just parity of reasoning, all Europeans meeting in America, or any other quarter of the
globe, are countrymen; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when compared with
the whole, stand in the same places on the larger scale, which the divisions of street, town,
and county do on the smaller ones; distinctions too limited for continental minds. Not one
third of the inhabitants, even of this province, are of English descent. Wherefore I
reprobate the phrase of parent or mother country applied to England only, as being false,
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selfish, narrow and ungenerous.
But admitting, that we were all of English descent, what does it amount to? Nothing.
Britain, being now an open enemy, extinguishes every other name and title: And to say
that reconciliation is our duty, is truly farcical. The first king of England, of the present
line (William the Conqueror) was a Frenchman, and half the Peers of England are
descendants from the same country; wherefore, by the same method of reasoning, England
ought to be governed by France.

14

Much hath been said of the united strength of Britain and the colonies, that in conjunction
they might bid defiance to the world. But this is mere presumption; the fate of war is
uncertain, neither do the expressions mean anything; for this continent would never suffer
itself to be drained of inhabitants, to support the British arms in either Asia, Africa, or
Europe.

15

Besides, what have we to do with setting the world at defiance? Our plan is commerce, and 16
that, well attended to, will secure us the peace and friendship of all Europe; because, it is
the interest of all Europe to have America a free port. Her trade will always be a
protection, and her barrenness of gold and silver secure her from invaders.
I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation, to show, a single advantage that this
continent can reap, by being connected with Great Britain. I repeat the challenge, not a
single advantage is derived. Our corn will fetch its price in any market in Europe, and our
imported goods must be paid for buy them where we will.

17

But the injuries and disadvantages we sustain by that connection, are without number; and
our duty to mankind at large, as well as to ourselves, instruct us to renounce the alliance:
Because, any submission to, or dependence on Great-Britain, tends directly to involve this
continent in European wars and quarrels; and sets us at variance with nations, who would
otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom, we have neither anger nor complaint. As
Europe is our market for trade, we ought to form no partial connection with any part of it.
It is the true interest of America to steer clear of European contentions, which she never
can do, while by her dependence on Britain, she is made the make-weight in the scale on
British politics.

18

19
Europe is too thickly planted with kingdoms to be long at peace, and whenever a war
breaks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America goes to ruin,
because of her connection with Britain. The next war may not turn out like the last, and
should it not, the advocates for reconciliation now will be wishing for separation then,
because, neutrality in that case, would be a safer convoy than a man of war. Every thing
that is right or natural pleads for separation. The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of
nature cries, 'TIS TIME TO PART. Even the distance at which the Almighty hath placed
England and America, is a strong and natural proof, that the authority of the one, over the
other, was never the design of Heaven. The time likewise at which the continent was
discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the manner in which it was peopled increases
the force of it. The reformation was preceded by the discovery of America, as if the
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Almighty graciously meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted in future years, when
home should afford neither friendship nor safety.
The authority of Great-Britain over this continent, is a form of government, which sooner
or later must have an end . . .
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
The declaration followed within months after Paine’s pamphlet.

Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
from Project Gutenberg: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16780/16780-h/16780-h.html
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to
provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems
of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he
has utterly neglected to attend to them.
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He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless
those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for
their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion
from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our
people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule
into these Colonies:
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For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power
to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging
War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the
works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty
& perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms
against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to
fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose
character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a
free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties
of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our
connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace
Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved;
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm
reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.
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//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Discovery of the New World transformed Britain from its traditional third world status as a
colony on the western fringe of Europe to a first power centrally located in global commerce.
The first substantial economic analysis of this transformation was performed by Scottish
philosopher Adam Smith (1723-1790), who is known today as the father of modern
economics.
Smith notes that Great Britain profited from its colonies, but he is revolutionary in criticizing
the colonial system. He anticipates modern free traders and laissez-faire capitalists in his
argument that citizens would be better off if governments stopped controlling trade. The
theory is based on the idea that each part of the world produces some surplus which can be
increased if demand can be increased. Trade allows exchanges of surplus between parts of
the world, but it also increases overall production so that each trading partner is enriched.
Government interventions diminish the benefits of trade, Smith contends.
Smith is most visionary in foreseeing problems in empire. His concern about the cost of
maintaining the American colonies was well founded. The American Revolutionary War put
England in enormous debt. (It also bankrupted France.) Smith’s analysis also predicts
difficulties that Britain will have in maintaining the empire in the Indies and in India.

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776)
from Adamsmith.org http://www.adamsmith.org/smith/won-b4-c7-pt-3.htm

from Book Four, CHAPTER VII, PART 3:
Of the Advantages which Europe has derived from the Discovery of America,
and from that of a Passage to the East Indies by the Cape of Good Hope
The surplus produce of America, imported into Europe, furnishes the inhabitants of this great
continent with a variety of commodities which they could not otherwise have possessed;
some for conveniency and use, some for pleasure, and some for ornament, and thereby
contributes to increase their enjoyments.
The discovery and colonization of America, it will readily be allowed, have contributed to
augment the industry, first, of all the countries which trade to it directly, such as Spain,
Portugal, France, and England; and, secondly, of all those which, without trading to it
directly, send, through the medium of other countries, goods to it of their own produce; such
as Austrian Flanders, and some provinces of Germany, which, through the medium of the
countries before mentioned, send to it a considerable quantity of linen and other goods. All
such countries have evidently gained a more extensive market for their surplus produce, and
must consequently have been encouraged to increase its quantity.
But that those great events should likewise have contributed to encourage the industry of
countries, such as Hungary and Poland, which may never, perhaps, have sent a single
commodity of their own produce to America, is not, perhaps, altogether so evident. That
those events have done so, however, cannot be doubted. Some part of the produce of
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America is consumed in Hungary and Poland, and there is some demand there for the sugar,
chocolate, and tobacco of that new quarter of the world. But those commodities must be
purchased with something which is either the produce of the industry of Hungary and Poland,
or with something which had been purchased with some part of that produce. Those
commodities of America are new values, new equivalents, introduced into Hungary and
Poland to be exchanged there for the surplus produce of those countries. By being carried
thither they create a new and more extensive market for that surplus produce. They raise its
value, and thereby contribute to encourage its increase. Though no part of it may ever be
carried to America, it may be carried to other countries which purchase it with a part of their
share of the surplus produce of America; and it may find a market by means of the
circulation of that trade which was originally put into motion by the surplus produce of
America.
Those great events may even have contributed to increase the enjoyments, and to augment
the industry of countries which not only never sent any commodities to America, but never
received any from it. Even such countries may have received a greater abundance of other
commodities from countries of which the surplus produce had been augmented by means of
the American trade. This greater abundance, as it must necessarily have increased their
enjoyments, so it must likewise have augmented their industry. A greater number of new
equivalents of some kind or other must have been presented to them to be exchanged for the
surplus produce of that industry. A more extensive market must have been created for that
surplus produce so as to raise its value, and thereby encourage its increase. The mass of
commodities annually thrown into the great circle of European commerce, and by its various
revolutions annually distributed among all the different nations comprehended within it, must
have been augmented by the whole surplus produce of America. A greater share of this
greater mass, therefore, is likely to have fallen to each of those nations, to have increased
their enjoyments, and augmented their industry.
The exclusive trade of the mother countries tends to diminish, or, at least, to keep down
below what they would otherwise rise to, both the enjoyments and industry of all those
nations in general, and of the American colonies in particular. It is a dead weight upon the
action of one of the great springs which puts into motion a great part of the business of
mankind. By rendering the colony produce dearer [more expensive] in all other countries, it
lessens its consumption, and thereby cramps the industry of the colonies, and both the
enjoyments and the industry of all other countries, which both enjoy less when they pay more
for what they enjoy, and produce less when they get less for what they produce. By rendering
the produce of all other countries dearer in the colonies, it cramps, in the same manner the
industry of all other countries, and both the enjoyments and the industry of the colonies. It is
a clog which, for the supposed benefit of some particular countries, embarrasses the
pleasures and encumbers the industry of all other countries; but of the colonies more than of
any other. It not only excludes, as much as possible, all other countries from one particular
market; but it confines, as much as possible, the colonies to one particular market; and the
difference is very great between being excluded from one particular market, when all others
are open, and being confined to one particular market, when all others are shut up. The
surplus produce of the colonies, however, is the original source of all that increase of
enjoyments and industry which Europe derives from the discovery and colonization of
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America; and the exclusive trade of the mother countries tends to render this source much
less abundant than it otherwise would be.
The particular advantages which each colonizing country derives from the colonies which
particularly belong to it are of two different kinds; first, those common advantages which
every empire derives from the provinces subject to its dominion; and, secondly, those
peculiar advantages which are supposed to result from provinces of so very peculiar a nature
as the European colonies of America.
The common advantages which every empire derives from the provinces subject to its
dominion consist, first, in the military force which they furnish for its defense; and, secondly,
in the revenue which they furnish for the support of its civil government. The Roman
colonies furnished occasionally both the one and the other. The Greek colonies, sometimes,
furnished a military force, but seldom any revenue. They seldom acknowledged themselves
subject to the dominion of the mother city. They were generally her allies in war, but very
seldom her subjects in peace.
The European colonies of America have never yet furnished any military force for the
defense of the mother country. Their military force has never yet been sufficient for their
own defense; and in the different wars in which the mother countries have been engaged, the
defense of their colonies has generally occasioned a very considerable distraction of the
military force of those countries. In this respect, therefore, all the European colonies have,
without exception, been a cause rather of weakness than of strength to their respective
mother countries.
The colonies of Spain and Portugal only have contributed any revenue towards the defense of
the mother country, or the support of her civil government. The taxes which have been levied
upon those of other European nations, upon those of England in particular, have seldom been
equal to the expense laid out upon them in time of peace, and never sufficient to defray that
which they occasioned in time of war. Such colonies, therefore, have been a source of
expense and not of revenue to their respective mother countries.
The advantages of such colonies to their respective mother countries consist altogether in
those peculiar advantages which are supposed to result from provinces of so very peculiar a
nature as the European colonies of America; and the exclusive trade, it is acknowledged, is
the sole source of all those peculiar advantages.
In consequence of this exclusive trade, all that part of the surplus produce of the English
colonies, for example, which consists in what are called enumerated commodities, can be
sent to no other country but England. Other countries must afterwards buy it of her. It must
be cheaper therefore in England than it can be in any other country, and must contribute more
to increase the enjoyments of England than those of any other country. It must likewise
contribute more to encourage her industry. For all those parts of her own surplus produce
which England exchanges for those enumerated commodities, she must get a better price than
any other countries can get for the like parts of theirs, when they exchange them for the same
commodities. The manufacturers of England, for example, will purchase a greater quantity of
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the sugar and tobacco of her own colonies than the like manufactures of other countries can
purchase of that sugar and tobacco. So far, therefore, as the manufactures of England and
those of other countries are both to be exchanged for the sugar and tobacco of the English
colonies, this superiority of price gives an encouragement to the former beyond what the
latter can in these circumstances enjoy. The exclusive trade of the colonies, therefore, as it
diminishes, or at least keeps down below what they would otherwise rise to, both the
enjoyments and the industry of the countries which do not possess it; so it gives an evident
advantage to the countries which do possess it over those other countries.
This advantage, however, will perhaps be found to be rather what may be called a relative
than an absolute advantage; and to give a superiority to the country which enjoys it rather by
depressing the industry and produce of other countries than by raising those of that particular
country above what they would naturally rise to in the case of a free trade.
The tobacco of Maryland and Virginia, for example, by means of the monopoly which
England enjoys of it, certainly comes cheaper to England than it can do to France, to whom
England commonly sells a considerable part of it. But had France, and all other European
countries been, at all times, allowed a free trade to Maryland and Virginia, the tobacco of
those colonies might, by this time, have come cheaper than it actually does, not only to all
those other countries, but likewise to England. The produce of tobacco, in consequence of a
market so much more extensive than any which it has hitherto enjoyed, might, and probably
would, by this time, have been so much increased as to reduce the profits of a tobacco
plantation to their natural level with those of a corn plantation, which, it is supposed, they are
still somewhat above. The price of tobacco might, and probably would, by this time, have
fallen somewhat lower than it is at present. An equal quantity of the commodities either of
England or of those other countries might have purchased in Maryland and Virginia a greater
quantity of tobacco than it can do at present, and consequently have been sold there for so
much a better price. So far as that weed, therefore, can, by its cheapness and abundance,
increase the enjoyments or augment the industry either of England or of any other country, it
would, probably, in the case of a free trade, have produced both these effects in somewhat a
greater degree than it can do at present. England, indeed, would not in this case have had any
advantage over other countries. She might have bought the tobacco of her colonies somewhat
cheaper, and consequently have sold some of her own commodities somewhat dearer than
she actually does. But she could neither have bought the one cheaper nor sold the other
dearer than any other country might have done. She might, perhaps have gained an absolute,
but she would certainly have lost a relative advantage.
In order, however, to obtain this relative advantage in the colony trade, in order to execute
the invidious and malignant project of excluding as much as possible other nations from any
share in it, England, there are very probable reasons for believing, has not only sacrificed a
part of the absolute advantage which she, as well as every other nation, might have derived
from that trade, but has subjected herself both to an absolute and to a relative disadvantage in
almost every other branch of trade.
...
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{Granted,] this monopoly has necessarily contributed to keep up the rate of profit in all the
different branches of British trade higher than it naturally would have been had all nations
been allowed a free trade to the British colonies . . But whatever raises in any country the
ordinary rate of profit higher than it otherwise would be, necessarily subjects that country
both to an absolute and to a relative disadvantage in every branch of trade of which she has
not the monopoly.
It subjects her to an absolute disadvantage; because in such branches of trade her merchants
cannot get this greater profit without selling dearer than they otherwise would do both the
goods of foreign countries which they import into their own, and the goods of their own
country which they export to foreign countries. Their own country must both buy dearer and
sell dearer; must both buy less and sell less; must both enjoy less and produce less, than she
otherwise would do.
It subjects her to a relative disadvantage; because in such branches of trade it sets other
countries which are not subject to the same absolute disadvantage either more above her or
less below her than they otherwise would be. It enables them both to enjoy more and to
produce more in proportion to what she enjoys and produces. It renders their superiority
greater or their inferiority less than it otherwise would be. By raising the price of her produce
above what it otherwise would be, it enables the merchants of other countries to undersell her
in foreign markets, and thereby to jostle her out of almost all those branches of trade, of
which she has not the monopoly.
Our merchants frequently complain of the high wages of British labour as the cause of their
manufactures being undersold in foreign markets, but they are silent about the high profits of
stock. They complain of the extravagant gain of other people, but they say nothing of their
own. The high profits of British stock, however, may contribute towards raising the price of
British manufactures in many cases as much, and in some perhaps more, than the high wages
of British labour.
...
The monopoly of the colony trade besides, by forcing towards it a much greater proportion of
the capital of Great Britain than what would naturally have gone to it, seems to have broken
altogether that natural balance which would otherwise have taken place among all the
different branches of British industry. The industry of Great Britain, instead of being
accommodated to a great number of small markets, has been principally suited to one great
market. Her commerce, instead of running in a great number of small channels, has been
taught to run principally in one great channel. But the whole system of her industry and
commerce has thereby been rendered less secure, the whole state of her body politic less
healthful than it otherwise would have been. In her present condition, Great Britain
resembles one of those unwholesome bodies in which some of the vital parts are overgrown,
and which, upon that account, are liable to many dangerous disorders scarce incident to those
in which all the parts are more properly proportioned. A small stop in that great blood-vessel,
which has been artificially swelled beyond its natural dimensions, and through which an
unnatural proportion of the industry and commerce of the country has been forced to
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circulate, is very likely to bring on the most dangerous disorders upon the whole body politic.
The expectation of a rupture with the colonies, accordingly, has struck the people of Great
Britain with more terror than they ever felt for a Spanish armada, or a French invasion. It was
this terror, whether well or ill grounded, which rendered the repeal of the Stamp Act, among
the merchants at least, a popular measure. In the total exclusion from the colony market, was
it to last only for a few years, the greater part of our merchants used to fancy that they
foresaw an entire stop to their trade; the greater part of our master manufacturers, the entire
ruin of their business; and the greater part of our workmen, an end of their employment. A
rupture with any of our neighbours upon the continent, though likely, too, to occasion some
stop or interruption in the employments of some of all these different orders of people, is
foreseen, however, without any such general emotion. The blood, of which the circulation is
stopped in some of the smaller vessels, easily disgorges itself into the greater without
occasioning any dangerous disorder; but, when it is stopped in any of the greater vessels,
convulsions, apoplexy, or death, are the immediate and unavoidable consequences. If but one
of those overgrown manufactures, which, by means either of bounties or of the monopoly of
the home and colony markets, have been artificially raised up to an unnatural height, finds
some small stop or interruption in its employment, it frequently occasions a mutiny and
disorder alarming to government, and embarrassing even to the deliberations of the
legislature. How great, therefore, would be the disorder and confusion, it was thought, which
must necessarily be occasioned by a sudden and entire stop in the employment of so great a
proportion of our principal manufacturers.
Some moderate and gradual relaxation of the laws which give to Great Britain the exclusive
trade to the colonies, till it is rendered in a great measure free, seems to be the only expedient
which can, in all future times, deliver her from this danger, which can enable her or even
force her to withdraw some part of her capital from this overgrown employment, and to turn
it, though with less profit, towards other employments; and which, by gradually diminishing
one branch of her industry and gradually increasing all the rest, can by degrees restore all the
different branches of it to that natural, healthful, and proper proportion which perfect liberty
necessarily establishes, and which perfect liberty can alone preserve. To open the colony
trade all at once to all nations might not only occasion some transitory inconveniency, but a
great permanent loss to the greater part of those whose industry or capital is at present
engaged in it. The sudden loss of the employment even of the ships which import the eightytwo thousand hogsheads of tobacco, which are over and above the consumption of Great
Britain, might alone be felt very sensibly. Such are the unfortunate effects of all the
regulations of the mercantile system! They not only introduce very dangerous disorders into
the state of the body politic, but disorders which it is often difficult to remedy, without
occasioning for a time at least, still greater disorders. In what manner, therefore, the colony
trade ought gradually to be opened; what are the restraints which ought first, and what are
those which ought last to be taken away; or in what manner the natural system of perfect
liberty and justice ought gradually to be restored, we must leave to the wisdom of future
statesmen and legislators to determine.
...

Readings for Revolutionary Britain

page 14

ENG 245 Survey of British Literature 1

The maintenance of this monopoly has hitherto been the principal, or more properly perhaps
the sole end and purpose of the dominion which Great Britain assumes over her colonies. In
the exclusive trade, it is supposed, consists the great advantage of provinces, which have
never yet afforded either revenue or military force for the support of the civil government, or
the defence of the mother country. The monopoly is the principal badge of their dependency,
and it is the sole fruit which has hitherto been gathered from that dependency. Whatever
expense Great Britain has hitherto laid out in maintaining this dependency has really been
laid out in order to support this monopoly. The expense of the ordinary peace establishment
of the colonies amounted, before the commencement of the present disturbances, to the pay
of twenty regiments of foot; to the expense of the artillery, stores, and extraordinary
provisions with which it was necessary to supply them; and to the expense of a very
considerable naval force which was constantly kept up, in order to guard, from the smuggling
vessels of other nations, the immense coast of North America, and that of our West Indian
islands. The whole expense of this peace establishment was a charge upon the revenue of
Great Britain, and was, at the same time, the smallest part of what the dominion of the
colonies has cost the mother country. If we would know the amount of the whole, we must
add to the annual expense of this peace establishment the interest of the sums which, in
consequence of her considering her colonies as provinces subject to her dominion, Great
Britain has upon different occasions laid out upon their defense. We must add to it, in
particular, the whole expense of the late war, and a great part of that of the war which
preceded it. The late war was altogether a colony quarrel, and the whole expense of it, in
whatever part of the world it may have been laid out, whether in Germany or the East Indies,
ought justly to be stated to the account of the colonies. It amounted to more than ninety
millions sterling, including not only the new debt which was contracted, but the two shillings
in the pound additional land tax, and the sums which were every year borrowed from the
sinking fund. The Spanish war, which began in 1739, was principally a colony quarrel. Its
principal object was to prevent the search of the colony ships which carried on a contraband
trade with the Spanish Main. This whole expense is, in reality, a bounty which has been
given in order to support a monopoly. The pretended purpose of it was to encourage the
manufactures, and to increase the commerce of Great Britain. But its real effect has been to
raise the rate of mercantile profit, and to enable our merchants to turn into a branch of trade,
of which the returns are more slow and distant than those of the greater part of other trades, a
greater proportion of their capital than they otherwise would have done; two events which, if
a bounty could have prevented, it might perhaps have been very well worth while to give
such a bounty.
Under the present system of management, therefore, Great Britain derives nothing but loss
from the dominion which she assumes over her colonies.
To propose that Great Britain should voluntarily give up all authority over her colonies, and
leave them to elect their own magistrates, to enact their own laws, and to make peace and
war as they might think proper, would be to propose such a measure as never was, and never
will be adopted, by any nation in the world. No nation ever voluntarily gave up the dominion
of any province, how troublesome soever it might be to govern it, and how small soever the
revenue which it afforded might be in proportion to the expense which it occasioned. Such
sacrifices, though they might frequently be agreeable to the interest, are always mortifying to
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the pride of every nation, and what is perhaps of still greater consequence, they are always
contrary to the private interest of the governing part of it, who would thereby be deprived of
the disposal of many places of trust and profit, of many opportunities of acquiring wealth and
distinction, which the possession of the most turbulent, and, to the great body of the people,
the most unprofitable province seldom fails to afford. The most visionary enthusiast would
scarce be capable of proposing such a measure with any serious hopes at least of its ever
being adopted. If it was adopted, however, Great Britain would not only be immediately
freed from the whole annual expense of the peace establishment of the colonies, but might
settle with them such a treaty of commerce as would effectually secure to her a free trade,
more advantageous to the great body of the people, though less so to the merchants, than the
monopoly which she at present enjoys. By thus parting good friends, the natural affection of
the colonies to the mother country which, perhaps, our late dissensions have well nigh
extinguished, would quickly revive. It might dispose them not only to respect, for whole
centuries together, that treaty of commerce which they had concluded with us at parting, but
to favour us in war as well as in trade, and, instead of turbulent and factious subjects, to
become our most faithful, affectionate, and generous allies; and the same sort of parental
affection on the one side, and filial respect on the other, might revive between Great Britain
and her colonies, which used to subsist between those of ancient Greece and the mother city
from which they descended.
...
Towards the declension of the Roman republic, the allies of Rome, who had borne the
principal burden of defending the state and extending the empire, demanded to be admitted to
all the privileges of Roman citizens. Upon being refused, the social war broke out. During the
course of that war, Rome granted those privileges to the greater part of them one by one, and
in proportion as they detached themselves from the general confederacy. The Parliament of
Great Britain insists upon taxing the colonies; and they refuse to be taxed by a Parliament in
which they are not represented. If to each colony, which should detach itself from the general
confederacy, Great Britain should allow such a number of representatives as suited the
proportion of what is contributed to the public revenue of the empire, in consequence of its
being subjected to the same taxes, and in compensation admitted to the same freedom of
trade with its fellow-subjects at home; the number of its representatives to be augmented as
the proportion of its contribution might afterwards augment; a new method of acquiring
importance, a new and more dazzling object of ambition would be presented to the leading
men of each colony. Instead of piddling for the little prizes which are to be found in what
may be called the paltry raffle of colony faction; they might then hope, from the presumption
which men naturally have in their own ability and good fortune, to draw some of the great
prizes which sometimes come from the wheel of the great state lottery of British polities.
Unless this or some other method is fallen upon, and there seems to be none more obvious
than this, of preserving the importance and of gratifying the ambition of the leading men of
America, it is not very probable that they will ever voluntarily submit to us; and we ought to
consider that the blood which must be shed in forcing them to do so is, every drop of it,
blood either of those who are, or of those whom we wish to have for our fellow citizens.
They are very weak who flatter themselves that, in the state to which things have come, our
colonies will be easily conquered by force alone. The persons who now govern the
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resolutions of what they call their Continental Congress, feel in themselves at this moment a
degree of importance which, perhaps, the greatest subjects in Europe scarce feel. From
shopkeepers, tradesmen, and attornies, they are become statesmen and legislators, and are
employed in contriving a new form of government for an extensive empire, which, they
flatter themselves, will become, and which, indeed, seems very likely to become, one of the
greatest and most formidable that ever was in the world. Five hundred different people,
perhaps, who in different ways act immediately under the Continental Congress; and five
hundred thousand, perhaps, who act under those five hundred, all feel in the same manner a
proportionable rise in their own importance. Almost every individual of the governing party
in America fills, at present in his own fancy, a station superior, not only to what he had ever
filled before, but to what he had ever expected to fill; and unless some new object of
ambition is presented either to him or to his leaders, if he has the ordinary spirit of a man, he
will die in defense of that station.

...
there is not the least probability that the British constitution would be hurt by the union of
Great Britain with her colonies. That constitution, on the contrary, would be completed by it,
and seems to be imperfect without it. The assembly which deliberates and decides concerning
the affairs of every part of the empire, in order to be properly informed, ought certainly to
have representatives from every part of it That this union, however, could be easily
effectuated, or that difficulties and great difficulties might not occur in the execution, I do not
pretend. I have yet heard of none, however, which appear insurmountable. The principal
perhaps arise, not from the nature of things, but from the prejudices and opinions of the
people both on this and on the other side of the Atlantic.
We, on this side of the water, are afraid lest the multitude of American representatives should
overturn the balance of the constitution, and increase too much either the influence of the
crown on the one hand, or the force of the democracy on the other. But if the number of
American representatives were to be in proportion to the produce of American taxation, the
number of people to be managed would increase exactly in proportion to the means of
managing them; and the means of managing to the number of people to be managed. The
monarchical and democratical parts of the constitution would, after the union, stand exactly
in the same degree of relative force with regard to one another as they had done before.
The people on the other side of the water are afraid lest their distance from the seat of
government might expose them to many oppressions. But their representatives in Parliament,
of which the number ought from the first to be considerable, would easily be able to protect
them from all oppression. The distance could not much weaken the dependency of the
representative upon the constituent, and the former would still feel that he owed his seat in
Parliament, and all the consequences which he derived from it, to the good will of the latter.
It would be the interest of the former, therefore, to cultivate that good will by complaining,
with all the authority of a member of the legislature, of every outrage which any civil or
military officer might be guilty of in those remote parts of the empire. The distance of
America from the seat of government, besides, the natives of that country might flatter
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themselves, with some appearance of reason too, would not be of very long continuance.
Such has hitherto been the rapid progress of that country in wealth, population, and
improvement, that in the course of little more than a century, perhaps, the produce of
American might exceed that of British taxation. The seat of the empire would then naturally
remove itself to that part of the empire which contributed most to the general defence and
support of the whole.
The discovery of America, and that of a passage to the East Indies by the Cape of Good
Hope, are the two greatest and most important events recorded in the history of mankind.
Their consequences have already been very great; but, in the short period of between two and
three centuries which has elapsed since these discoveries were made, it is impossible that the
whole extent of their consequences can have been seen. What benefits or what misfortunes to
mankind may hereafter result from those great events, no human wisdom can foresee. By
uniting, in some measure, the most distant parts of the world, by enabling them to relieve one
another's wants, to increase one another's enjoyments, and to encourage one another's
industry, their general tendency would seem to be beneficial. To the natives however, both of
the East and West Indies, all the commercial benefits which can have resulted from those
events have been sunk and lost in the dreadful misfortunes which they have occasioned.
These misfortunes, however, seem to have arisen rather from accident than from anything in
the nature of those events themselves. At the particular time when these discoveries were
made, the superiority of force happened to be so great on the side of the Europeans that they
were enabled to commit with impunity every sort of injustice in those remote countries.
Hereafter, perhaps, the natives of those countries may grow stronger, or those of Europe may
grow weaker, and the inhabitants of all the different quarters of the world may arrive at that
equality of courage and force which, by inspiring mutual fear, can alone overawe the
injustice of independent nations into some sort of respect for the rights of one another. But
nothing seems more likely to establish this equality of force than that mutual communication
of knowledge and of all sorts of improvements which an extensive commerce from all
countries to all countries naturally, or rather necessarily, carries along with it.
...
Though the Europeans possess many considerable settlements both upon the coast of Africa and in
the East Indies, they have not yet established in either of those countries such numerous and
thriving colonies as those in the islands and continent of America. Africa, however, as well as several
of the countries comprehended under the general name of the East Indies, are inhabited by
barbarous nations. But those nations were by no means so weak and defenseless as the miserable
and helpless Americans; and in proportion to the natural fertility of the countries which they
inhabited, they were besides much more populous. The most barbarous nations either of Africa or
of the East Indies were shepherds; even the Hottentots were so. But the natives of every part of
America, except Mexico and Peru, were only hunters; and the difference is very great between the
number of shepherds and that of hunters whom the same extent of equally fertile territory can
maintain. In Africa and the East Indies, therefore, it was more difficult to displace the natives, and to
extend the European plantations over the greater part of the lands of the original inhabitants. The
genius of exclusive companies, besides, is unfavourable, it has already been observed, to the growth
of new colonies, and has probably been the principal cause of the little progress which they have
made in the East Indies. The Portuguese carried on the trade both to Africa and the East Indies
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without any exclusive companies, and their settlements at Congo, Angola, and Benguela on the
coast of Africa, and at Goa in the East Indies, though much depressed by superstition and every sort
of bad government, yet bear some faint resemblance to the colonies of America, and are partly
inhabited by Portuguese who have been established there for several generations. The Dutch
settlements at the Cape of Good Hope and at Batavia are at present the most considerable colonies
which the Europeans have established either in Africa or in the East Indies, and both these
settlements are peculiarly fortunate in their situation. The Cape of Good Hope was inhabited by a
race of people almost as barbarous and quite as incapable of defending themselves as the natives of
America. It is besides the halfway house, if one may say so, between Europe and the East Indies, at
which almost every European ship makes some stay, both in going and returning. The supplying of
those ships with every sort of fresh provisions, with fruit and sometimes with wine, affords alone a
very extensive market for the surplus produce of the colonists. What the Cape of Good Hope is
between Europe and every part of the East Indies, Batavia is between the principal countries of the
East Indies. It lies upon the most frequented road from Indostan to China and Japan, and is nearly
about midway upon that road. Almost all the ships, too, that sail between Europe and China touch
at Batavia; and it is, over and above all this, the centre and principal mart of what is called the
country trade of the East Indies, not only of that part of it which is carried on by Europeans, but of
that which is carried on by the native Indians; and vessels navigated by the inhabitants of China and
Japan, of Tonquin, Malacca, Cochin China, and the island of Celebes, are frequently to be seen in its
port. Such advantageous situations have enabled those two colonies to surmount all the obstacles
which the oppressive genius of an exclusive company may have occasionally opposed to their
growth. They have enabled Batavia to surmount the additional disadvantage of perhaps the most
unwholesome climate in the world.
The English and Dutch companies, though they have established no considerable colonies, except
the two above mentioned, have both made considerable conquests in the East Indies. But in the
manner in which they both govern their new subjects, the natural genius of an exclusive company
has shown itself most distinctly. In the spice islands the Dutch are said to burn all the spiceries which
a fertile season produces beyond what they expect to dispose of in Europe with such a profit as they
think sufficient. In the islands where they have no settlements, they give a premium to those who
collect the young blossoms and green leaves of the clove and nutmeg trees which naturally grow
there, but which the savage policy has now, it is said, almost completely extirpated. Even in the
islands where they have settlements they have very much reduced, it is said, the number of those
trees. If the produce even of their own islands was much greater than what suited their market, the
natives, they suspect, might find means to convey some part of it to other nations; and the best
way, they imagine, to secure their own monopoly is to take care that no more shall grow than what
they themselves carry to market. By different arts of oppression they have reduced the population
of several of the Moluccas nearly to the number which is sufficient to supply with fresh provisions
and other necessaries of life their own insignificant garrisons, and such of their ships as occasionally
come there for a cargo of spices. Under the government even of the Portuguese, however, those
islands are said to have been tolerably well inhabited. The English company have not yet had time to
establish in Bengal so perfectly destructive a system. The plan of their government, however, has
had exactly the same tendency. It has not been uncommon, I am well assured, for the chief, that is,
the first clerk of a factory, to order a peasant to plough up a rich field of poppies and sow it with rice
or some other grain. The pretence was, to prevent a scarcity of provisions; but the real reason, to
give the chief an opportunity of selling at a better price a large quantity of opium, which he
happened then to have upon hand. Upon other occasions the order has been reversed; and a rich
field of rice or other grain has been ploughed up, in order to make room for a plantation of poppies;
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when the chief foresaw that extraordinary profit was likely to be made by opium. The servants of
the company have upon several occasions attempted to establish in their own favour the monopoly
of some of the most important branches, not only of the foreign, but of the inland trade of the
country. Had they been allowed to go on, it is impossible that they should not at some time or
another have attempted to restrain the production of the particular articles of which they had thus
usurped the monopoly, not only to the quantity which they themselves could purchase, but to that
which they could expect to sell with such a profit as they might think sufficient. In the course of the
century or two, the policy of the English company would in this manner have probably proved as
completely destructive as that of the Dutch.
Nothing, however, can be more directly contrary to the real interest of those companies, considered
as the sovereigns of the countries which they have conquered, than this destructive plan. In almost
all countries the revenue of the sovereign is drawn from that of the people. The greater the revenue
of the people, therefore, the greater the annual produce of their land and labour, the more they can
afford to the sovereign. It is his interest, therefore, to increase as much as possible that annual
produce. But if this is the interest of every sovereign, it is peculiarly so of one whose revenue, like
that of the sovereign of Bengal, arises chiefly from a land‐rent. That rent must necessarily be in
proportion to the quantity and value of the produce, and both the one and the other must depend
upon the extent of the market. The quantity will always be suited with more or less exactness to the
consumption of those who can afford to pay for it, and the price which they will pay will always be in
proportion to the eagerness of their competition. It is the interest of such a sovereign, therefore, to
open the most extensive market for the produce of his country, to allow the most perfect freedom
of commerce, in order to increase as much as possible the number and the competition of buyers;
and upon this account to abolish, not only all monopolies, but all restraints upon the transportation
of the home produce from one part of the country to another, upon its exportation to foreign
countries, or upon the importation of goods of any kind for which it can be exchanged. It is in this
manner most likely to increase both the quantity and value of that produce, and consequently of his
own share of it, or of his own revenue.
But a company of merchants are, it seems, incapable of considering themselves as sovereigns, even
after they have become such. Trade, or buying in order to sell again, they still consider as their
principal business, and by a strange absurdity regard the character of the sovereign as but an
appendix to that of the merchant, as something which ought to be made subservient to it, or by
means of which they may be enabled to buy cheaper in India, and thereby to sell with a better profit
in Europe. They endeavour for this purpose to keep out as much as possible all competitors from the
market of the countries which are subject to their government, and consequently to reduce, at
least, some part of the surplus produce of those countries to what is barely sufficient for supplying
their own demand, or to what they can expect to sell in Europe with such a profit as they may think
reasonable. Their mercantile habits draw them in this manner, almost necessarily, though perhaps
insensibly, to prefer upon all ordinary occasions the little and transitory profit of the monopolist to
the great and permanent revenue of the sovereign, and would gradually lead them to treat the
countries subject to their government nearly as the Dutch treat the Moluceas. It is the interest of
the East India Company, considered as sovereigns, that the European goods which are carried to
their Indian dominions should be sold there as cheap as possible; and that the Indian goods which
are brought from thence should bring there as good a price, or should be sold there as dear as
possible. But the reverse of this is their interest as merchants. As sovereigns, their interest is exactly
the same with that of the country which they govern. As merchants their interest is directly opposite
to that interest.
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But if the genius of such a government, even as to what concerns its direction in Europe, is in this
manner essentially and perhaps incurably faulty, that of its administration in India is still more so.
That administration is necessarily composed of a council of merchants, a profession no doubt
extremely respectable, but which in no country in the world carries along with it that sort of
authority which naturally overawes the people, and without force commands their willing
obedience. Such a council can command obedience only by the military force with which they are
accompanied, and their government is therefore necessarily military and despotical. Their proper
business, however, is that of merchants. It is to sell, upon their masters' account, the European
goods consigned to them, and to buy in return Indian goods for the European market. It is to sell the
one as dear and to buy the other as cheap as possible, and consequently to exclude as much as
possible all rivals from the particular market where they keep their shop. The genius of the
administration therefore, so far as concerns the trade of the company, is the same as that of the
direction. It tends to make government subservient to the interest of monopoly, and consequently
to stunt the natural growth of some parts at least of the surplus produce of the country to what is
barely sufficient for answering the demand of the company.
All the members of the administration, besides, trade more or less upon their own account, and it is
in vain to prohibit them from doing so. Nothing can be more completely foolish than to expect that
the clerks of a great counting‐house at ten thousand miles distance, and consequently almost quite
out of sight, should, upon a simple order from their masters, give up at once doing any sort of
business upon their own account, abandon for ever all hopes of making a fortune, of which they
have the means in their hands, and content themselves with the moderate salaries which those
masters allow them, and which, moderate as they are, can seldom be augmented, being commonly
as large as the real profits of the company trade can afford. In such circumstances, to prohibit the
servants of the company from trading upon their own account can have scarce any other effect than
to enable the superior servants, under pretence of executing their masters' order, to oppress such
of the inferior ones as have had the misfortune to fall under their displeasure. The servants naturally
endeavour to establish the same monopoly in favour of their own private trade as of the public
trade of the company. If they are suffered to act as they could wish, they will establish this
monopoly openly and directly, by fairly prohibiting all other people from trading in the articles in
which they choose to deal; and this, perhaps, is the best and least oppressive way of establishing it.
But if by an order from Europe they are prohibited from doing this, they will, notwithstanding,
endeavour to establish a monopoly of the same kind, secretly and indirectly, in a way that is much
more destructive to the country. They will employ the whole authority of government, and pervert
the administration of justice, in order to harass and ruin those who interfere with them in any
branch of commerce, which by means of agents, either concealed, or at least not publicly avowed,
they may choose to carry on. But the private trade of the servants will naturally extend to a much
greater variety of articles than the public trade of the company. The public trade of the company
extends no further than the trade with Europe, and comprehends a part only of the foreign trade of
the country. But the private trade of the servants may extend to all the different branches both of
its inland and foreign trade. The monopoly of the company can tend only to stunt the natural
growth of that part of the surplus produce which, in the case of a free trade, would be exported to
Europe. That of the servants tends to stunt the natural growth of every part of the produce in which
they choose to deal, of what is destined for home consumption, as well as of what is destined for
exportation; and consequently to degrade the cultivation of the whole country, and to reduce the
number of its inhabitants. It tends to reduce the quantity of every sort of produce, even that of the
necessaries of life, whenever the servants of the company choose to deal in them, to what those
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servants can both afford to buy and expect to sell with such a profit as pleases them.
From the nature of their situation, too, the servants must be more disposed to support with rigorous
severity their own interest against that of the country which they govern than their masters can be
to support theirs. The country belongs to their masters, who cannot avoid having some regard for
the interest of what belongs to them. But it does not belong to the servants. The real interest of
their masters, if they were capable of understanding it, is the same with that of the country, and it is
from ignorance chiefly, and the meanness of mercantile prejudice, that they ever oppress it. But the
real interest of the servants is by no means the same with that of the country, and the most perfect
information would not necessarily put an end to their oppressions. The regulations accordingly
which have been sent out from Europe, though they have been frequently weak, have upon most
occasions been well‐meaning. More intelligence and perhaps less good‐meaning has sometimes
appeared in those established by the servants in India. It is a very singular government in which
every member of the administration wishes to get out of the country, and consequently to have
done with the government as soon as he can, and to whose interest, the day after he has left it and
carried his whole fortune with him, it is perfectly indifferent though the whole country was
swallowed up by an earthquake.
I mean not, however, by anything which I have here said, to throw any odious imputation upon the
general character of the servants of the East India Company, and much less upon that of any
particular persons. It is the system of government, the situation in which they are placed, that I
mean to censure, not the character of those who have acted in it. They acted as their situation
naturally directed, and they who have clamoured the loudest against them would probably not have
acted better themselves. In war and negotiation, the councils of Madras and Calcutta have upon
several occasions conducted themselves with a resolution and decisive wisdom which would have
done honour to the senate of Rome in the best days of that republic. The members of those
councils, however, had been bred to professions very different from war and polities. But their
situation alone, without education, experience, or even example, seems to have formed in them all
at once the great qualities which it required, and to have inspired them both with abilities and
virtues which they themselves could not well know that they possessed. If upon some occasions,
therefore, it has animated them to actions of magnanimity which could not well have been expected
from them, we should not wonder if upon others it has prompted them to exploits of somewhat a
different nature.
Such exclusive companies, therefore, are nuisances in every respect; always more or less
inconvenient to the countries in which they are established, and destructive to those which have the
misfortune to fall under their government.
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Let us close with a lively multicultural review from Daniel Defoe.

Daniel Defoe, from Part I of The True Born Englishman, a satyr (1701)
from Luminarium editions http://www.luminarium.org/editions/trueborn.htm
The Romans first with Julius Cæsar came,
Including all the Nations of that Name,
Gauls, Greeks, and Lombards; and by Computation,
Auxiliaries, or Slaves of ev'ry Nation.
With Hengist, Saxons; Danes with Sueno came,
In search of Plunder, not in search of Fame.
Scots, Picts, and Irish from th' Hibernian Shore;
And Conqu'ring William brought the Normans o'er.
All these their Barb'rous Off-spring left behind,
The Dregs of Armies; they of all Mankind
Blended with Britains who before were here,
Of whom the Welsh ha' blest the Character.
From this Amphibious Ill-born Mob began
That vain ill-natur'd thing, an English-man,
The Customs, Sir-names, Languages, and Manners,
Of all these Nations are their own Explainers:
Whose Relics are so lasting and so strong,
They ha' left a Shibboleth upon our Tongue;
By which with easy search you may distinguish
Your Roman-Saxon-Danish-Norman English.
The great Invading Norman let us know
What Conquerors in After-Times might do
To ev'ry Musqueteer he brought to Town,
He gave the Lands which never were his own.
No Parliament his Army cou'd disband;
He rais'd no Money, for he paid in Land.
He gave his Legions their Eternal Station,
And made them all Free-holders of the Nation.
He Canton'd out the Country to his Men,
And ev'ry Soldier was a Denizen.
The Rascals thus Enrich'd, he call'd them Lords,
To please their Upstart Pride with new made Words;
And Doomsday-Book his Tyranny Records.
And here begins our Ancient Pedigree
That so exalts our poor Nobility:
'Tis that from some French Trooper they derive,
Who with the Norman Bastard did arrive:
The Trophies of the Families appear;
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Some show the Sword, the Bow, and some the Spear,
Which their Great Ancestor, forsooth, did wear.
These in the Herald's Register remain,
Their Noble mean Extraction to explain.
Yet who the Hero was, no Man can tell,
Whether a Drummer or a Colonel:
The silent Record Blushes to reveal
Their Undescended Dark Original.
But grant the best, How came the Change to pass;
A True-Born Englishman of Norman Race?
A Turkish Horse can show more History,
To prove his Well-descended Family.
Conquest, as by the Moderns 'tis expressed,
May give a Title to the Lands possessed:
But that the Longest Sword should be so Civil,
To make a Frenchman English, that's the Devil.
These are the Heroes who despise the Dutck,
And rail at new-come Foreigners so much;
Forgetting that themselves are all deriv’d
From the most Scoundrel Race that ever liv’d,
A horrid Crowd of Rambling Thieves and Drones;
Who ransack’d Kingdoms, and dispeopled Towns.
The Pict and Painted Britain, Treach'rous Scot,
By Hunger, Theft, and Rapine, hither brought.
Norweigian Pirates, Buccaneering Danes,
Whose Red-hair'd Off-spring ev'ry where remains.
Who join'd with Norman-French compound the Breed
From whence your True Born Englishmen proceed.
Wise Providence to keep us where we are,
Mixes us daily with exceeding Care:
We have been Europe's Sink, the Jakes where she
Voids all her Offal Out-cast Progeny.
From our Fifth Henry's time, the Strolling Bands
Of banish'd Fugitives from Neighb'ring Lands,
Have here a certain Sanctuary found:
Th' Eternal Refuge of the Vagabond.
Where in but half a common Age of Time,
Borr'wing new Blood and Manners from the Clime,
Proudly they learn all Mankind to contemn,
And all their Race are True-Born Englishmen.
Dutch, Walloons, Flemmings, Irishmen, and Scots,
Vaudois and Valtolins, and Hugonots,
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In good Queen Bess's Charitable Reign,
Supply'd us with three hundred thousand Men.
Religion, God we thank thee, sent them hither,
Priests, Protestants, the Devil and all together:
Of all Professions, and of ev'ry Trade,
All that were persecuted or afraid;
Whether for Debt, or other Crimes they fled,
David at Hackelah was still their Head.
The Off-spring of this Miscellaneous Crowd,
Had not their new Plantations long enjoy'd,
But they grew Englishmen, and rais'd their Votes
At Foreign Shoals of Interloping Scots.
The Royal Branch from Pict-land did succeed,
With Troops of Scots, and Scabs from North-by-Tweed.
The Seven first Years of his Pacifick Reign
Made him and half his Nation Englishmen.
Scots from the Northern Frozen Banks of Tay,
With Packs and Plods came Whigging all away:
Thick as the Locusts which in Ægypt swarn'd,
With Pride and hungry Hopes compleatly arm'd:
With Native Truth, Diseases, and no Money,
Plunder'd our Canaan of the Milk and Honey.
Here they grew quickly Lords and Gentlemen,
And all their Race are True-Born-Englishmen.
The Civil Wars, the common Purgative,
Which always use to make the Nation thrive,
Made way for all that strolling Congregation,
Which throng'd in Pious Ch—s's Restoration.
The Royal Refugee our Breed restores,
With Foreign Courtiers, and with Foreign Whores :
And carefully re-peopled us again,
Throughout his Lazy, Long, Lascivious Reign;
With such a blest and True-born English Fry,
As much Illustrates our Nobility.
A Gratitude which will so black appear,
As future Ages must abhor to hear:
When they look back on all that Crimson Flood,
Which stream'd in Lindsey's, and Caernarvon's Blood:
Bold Strafford, Cambridge, Capel, Lucas, Lisle,
Who crown'd in Death his Father's Fun'ral Pile.
The loss of whom, in order to supply,
With True-Born-English Nobility,
Six Bastard Dukes survive his Luscious Reign,
The Labours of Italian Castlemain,
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French Portsmouth, Taby Scot, and Cambrian.
Besides the Num'rous Bright and Virgin Throng,
Whole Female Glories shade them from my Song.
This Off-spring, if one Age they multiply,
May half the House with English Peers supply:
There with true English Pride they may contemn
Schomberg and Portland, new made Noblemen
French Cooks, Scotch Pedlars, and Italian Whores,
Were all made Lords, or Lords Progenitors.
Beggars and Bastards by his new Creation,
Much multiply'd the P—ge of the Nation;
Who will be all, e'er one short Age runs o'er,
As True-Born Lords as those we had beforeThen to recruit the Commons he prepares,
And heal the Latent Breaches of the Wars;
The Pious Purpose better to advance,
H'invites the banish'd Protestants of France:
Hither for Gods-sake and their own they fled,
Some for Religion came, and some for Bread:
Two hundred Thousand Pair of Wooden Shooes,
Who, God be thank'd had nothing left to lose;
To Heav'n's great Praise did for Religion fly,
To make us starve our Poor in Charity.
In ev'ry Port they plant their fruitful Train,
To get a Race of True-Born Englishmen:
Whose Children will, when Riper Years they see,
Be as Ill-natur'd and as Proud as we:
Call themselves English, Foreigners despise,
Be Surly like us all, and just as Wise.
Thus from a Mixture of all Kinds began,
That Het'rogeneous Thing, An Englishman:
In eager Rapes, and furious Lust begot,
Betwixt a Painted Britain and a Scot.
Whose gend'ring Off-spring quickly learn'd to Bow,
And yoke their Heifers to the Roman Plough:
From whence a Mongrel half-Bred Race there came,
With neither Name, nor Nation, Speech or Fame.
In whose hot Veins new Mixtures quickly ran,
Insus'd betwixt a Saxon and a Dane.
While their Rank Daughters, to their Parents just,
Receiv'd all Nations with Promiscuous Lust.
This Nauseous Brood directly did contain
The well extracted Blood of Englishmen.
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Which Medly canton'd in a Heptarchy,
A Rhapsody of Nations to supply,
Among themselves maintain'd eternal Wars,
And still the Ladies Lov'd the Conquerors.
The Western Angles all the rest subdu'd;
A bloody Nation, barbarous and rude:
Who by the Tenure of the Sword possest
One part of Britain, and subdu'd the rest.
And as great things denominate the small,
The Conqu'ring part gave Title to the whole.
The Scot, Pict, Britain, Roman, Dane, submit,
And with the English-Saxon all Unite:
And these the mixture have so close pursu'd,
The very Name and Memory's subdu'd:
No Roman now, no Britain does remain;
Wales strove to separate, but strove in Vain:
The silent Nations undistinguish'd fall,
And Englishman's the common Name for all.
Fate jumbled them together, God knows how;
What e'er they were they're True-Born English now.
The Wonder which remains is at our Pride,
To value that which all wise Men deride.
For Englishmen to boast of Generation,
Cancels their Knowledge, and Lampoons the Nation.
A True-Born Englishman's a Contradiction,
In Speech an Irony, in Fact a Fiction.
A Banter made to be a test of Fools,
Which those that use it justly ridicules.
A Metaphor invented to express
A Man a-kin to all the Universe.
For as the Scots, as Learned Men ha'said,
Throughout the World their Wand'ring Seed ha'spread;
So open-handed England, 'tis Believ'd,
Has all the Gleanings of the World Receiv'd.
Some think of England 'twas our Saviour meant,
The Gospel should to all the World be sent:
Since, when the Blessed Sound did hither reach,
They to all Nations might be faid to Preach.
Tis well that Virtue gives Nobility,
How shall we else the want of Birth and Blood supply?
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Since scarce one Family is left alive,
Which does not from some Foreigner derive.
Of sixty thousand English Gentlemen,
Whose Names and Arms in Registers remain,
We challenge all our Heralds to declare
Ten Families which English Saxons are.
France justly boasts the Ancient Noble Line
Of Bourbon, Mommorency, and Lorrain.
The Germans too their House of Austria show,
And Holland their Invincible Nassau.
Lines which in Heraldry were ancient grown,
Before the Name of Englishman was known.
Even Scotland too, her Elder Glory shows,
Her Gourdons, Hamiltons, and her Monroes;
Douglas, Mackays, and Grahams, Names well known,
Long before Ancient England knew her own.
But England, Modern to the last degree,
Borrows or makes her own Nobility,
And yet the boldly boasts of Pedigree:
Repines that Foreigners are put upon her,
And talks of her Antiquity and Honour:
Her S—lls, S—ls, C—ls, De—la , M—rs,
M—ns and M—ues, D—s, and V—rs,
Not one have English Names, yet all are English Peers.
Your Houblons, Papillons, and Lethuliers,
Pass now for True-born-English Knights and Squires,
And make good Senate Members, or Lord-Mayors.
Wealth, howsoever got, in England makes
Lords of Mechanicks, Gentlemen of Rakes:
Antiquity and Birth are needless here;
'Tis Impudence and Money makes a P—r.
Innumerable City-Knights we know,
From Blewcoat-Hospitals and Bridewel flow.
Draymen and Porters fill the City Chair,
And Foot-Boys Magisterial Purple wear.
Fate has but very small Distinction set
Betwixt the Counter and the Coronet.
Tarpaulin L—ds, Pages of high Renown,
Rise up by Poor Mens Valour, not their own.
Great Families of yesterday we show,
And Lords, whose Parents were the Lord knows who.
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